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Who could Hunt 

Many tribal people used to hunt some animals; like deer and 

partridges; for food. Hunting was banned and anyone caught hunting 

was punished. But the Indian Rajas and the British officials continue to 

hunt large and ferocious animals. They thought that killing the 

ferocious animals would help in making the life much safer. 

Moreover, hunting of tiger or lion was considered to be a sign of 

bravery and valour. Many rajas and British officials used to display the 

skin and heads of animals as prized possession. 

 New Trades, New Employments and New Services 

The new trade was mainly controlled by the British people with some 

participation of Indian merchants. For the forest dwellers no 

significant opportunities emerged. Many people from Jharkhand, 

Orissa, and Chhattisgarh were forced to work in tea gardens of Assam 

and West Bengal. But the working condition in the tea gardens was 

very bad. People were given low wages and there was no permission 

to come back to their home villages in between. Many nomadic tribes 

who had earlier been engaged in trade of forest produce continued to 

do so. 



The People of Bastar 

Bastar is located in the southernmost part of Chhattisgarh and 

borders Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Maharashtra. Many tribal 

communities; like Maria and Muria Gonds, Dhruwas, Bhatras and 

Halbas; live in this area. They speak different languages but share 

common customs and beliefs. These tribal people had always been 

dependent on forests and had developed the practice of keeping the 

forest in high reverence. 

 
 

 

                                              Mr. Anant kumar  
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